Stem Cell prs

Stem cells used to treat cerebal
palsy, diabetes and autoimmune
disorder In last three months

Five children were treated with their own cord
blood stem cells in the last three months for diseases
ranging from type | diabetes, cerebal palsy and a rare
autoimmune disorder related to autism.

'

In its recent quarterly release, Cord Blood Registry (a leading
US private cord blood bank) said a further two cord bloods were
released for use by a sibling in each family one to treat acute
myeloid leukemia and the other to treat a serious blood disease,
Diamond Blackfan anemia.

Afurther ve samples were released for pre-transplantation testing.

The growing number of requests for release of cord blood
to the families who stored them is an important indication that
the medical community is increasingly using autologous and
genetically-related cord blood stem cells to help save lives,
said David Harris, Ph.D., CBR scienti c director and professor of
immunology at the University of Arizona.

It is particularly encouraging to see the bene ts of cord blood
stem cells extend to patients with diverse unmet medical needs.
This includes a number of regenerative medicine therapies
which require a patients own stem cells, he said.

In New Zealand, CordBank has already released one sample
for pre-transplantation testing. The four year old concerned is due to be
treated with her own cord blood in the next few weeks and all our thoughts are
with her and her family.

Umbilical cord stem cells beat bone
marrow for Leukemia transplants

Latest research published
in The Lancet (a leading

medical journal) reports
that cord blood can now be
considered the treatment of
choice.
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New law says parents-
to-be must be told about
cord blood banking

Last month, legislation
was passed in New York that
requires the Department
of Health to tell the public
about the bene ts of cord
blood banking.

Assemblyman Joseph R. Lentol
said he believed that the bill may be
one of the most important passed
for expectant families this year.

Many young couples and growing
families do not yet know how
important it is to consider storing
umbilical cord blood after the birth
of achild because it could be a
lifesaver if someone in their family
develops certain serious diseases.

The option to store cord blood
must become better known.

Pregnant women should be
receiving information early so they

Your questions
answered

Q: What are the odds a sibling can use

another sibling s stem cells?
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can make an educated decision
about whether or not to store their
baby s umbilical cord blood after
birth, especially since there are
now more than 70 diseases that
can be helped through cord blood
transplantation .

New York s legislation will directly
address study data published in the
Journal of Reproductive Medicine
indicating that while many expectant
parents have heard of, or know a
little about umbilical cord blood
banking, only 14% of those people
were educated by their health care
professionals.

This legislation will help
everyone, doctors and patients
alike, get the information
they need to make the
right choices for their
children , said Lentol.

A)

":'w

!
A
‘:'E:-"

-8

%

More adults
being treated
with cord blood

Cord blood transplants,
originally only done in

children, are now being
performed routinely for
adults with Leukemia.

Doctor John E Wagner, director
of the bone marrow transplant
programme at the University
of Minnesota, said of the 8,000
transplants done to date, half have
been in adults.

Q: What are the bene ts of banking cord

blood stem cells for each child in the family?
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Banking Umbilical Stem Cells For Your Baby’s Future






